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Pillaton Village News
No. 224 March 2023
The date of the Coronation looms ever closer, with many events 
planned nationally and also in the village with the Hog Roast on the Bank Holiday 
and thoughts of a possible street party (see middle pages).
There is bound to be extensive TV coverage of the Coronation Ceremony itself, plus 
the concert at Windsor Castle the following evening, which will manage to elbow off 
some of those staples of the schedules, such as quiz and antiques shows. If you’re not 
looking for a dream house in Fuengirola, seeking help to fix Aunt Mabel’s porcelain 
vase, some busybody is popping round to sort your life out.
Now, having been brought up in my youth on a diet of Top of the Form, Ask the 
Family and Mastermind in my youth I am not totally averse to quiz shows. I even 
managed to get a question right once, watching a Portuguese version of “Who Wants 
to be a Millionaire,” guessing correctly that Jose Mourinho wasn’t the first man on 
the moon – he might have aspirations, but he’s not got there yet!
However, the extent to which quiz shows dominate was brought home to me 
recently. One wet afternoon I had settled down a bit earlier than normal, only to 
be startled out of my reverie, by Ross Kemp’s menacing tones demanding to know 
whether something was a Truth or a Lie. and this was before “Pointless!” ITV is no 
better with episodes of “Tipping Point” and “The Chase” every weekday afternoon. 
Then of course there are always celebrity versions for the weekend, with balls to 
catch and wheels to rotate.
I suppose these types of programme are cheap to make, and even easier to repeat; 
not everyone readily recalls Tuvalu when searching for names of obscure nations in 
the Pacific. Having done a bit of research Rather frighteningly, there have been over 
1500 episodes of “Pointless” since 2009, not counting celebrity editions.
Still on the subject of TV, I suspect non-sports fans would have been delighted with 
the recent dramatically shortened version of “Match of the Day.” On this form the 
BBC could fit an entire World Cup into an afternoon, leaving plenty of time to fit in a 
new cookery series – “Celebrity Soup” hasn’t been tried yet.
Enough rambling on my part. To help me with the Village News I’m looking for two 
volunteers to help with the distribution along two routes, both probably involving 
a drive. The first is a circular route past Trefenton, Leigh Farm, Sillaton and back to 
West Beria. The second takes you to Paynter’s Cross and Pentillie. The only carrot I 
can offer is that the Pentillie route takes you past some of the locations used in the 
new BBC series “Beyond Paradise.” There again you could always just go and look at 
the Weary Friar.
The next copy date is 8 May - full details on page 23.

Robin Dwane, Editor.
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MINuTES Of PARISH COuNCIL MEETINg  7 fEBRuARY 2023
ATTENDANCE   Cllrs, Dolley, Bunkum, Warne, Ley, Johnson, Moore and Floyd. 
APOLOGIES    None.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST      None. 
PUBLIC FORUM     There were no members of the public present. 
MINUTES
The minutes of 3 January 2023 Council meeting were accepted unanimously.
MATTERS ARISING
Playing Field
a)  The Chairman informed the Council that after various enquiries regarding 
safety inspections of play equipment the most attractive candidate was ROSPA 
who would carry out an annual inspection for some £100. The Council resolved to 
employ ROSPA in the future.
b)  Councillor Johnson reported that the Playing Field Support Group (PFSG) 
had applied for a grant of £6,500 and this together with funds already held would 
largely meet an order to Kompan Ltd for new equipment, leaving a shortfall of 
some £200 which would be raised within the Village. Thereafter it was assumed 
that the PFSG would become dormant.
Mayor For Cornwall
Four Councillors arranged to attend the public meeting at Liskeard to gather more 
information regarding the proposal for a Mayor for Cornwall.
PLANNING APPLICATION     None.
BLOCKAGE OF TRACK
The Council accepted they could take no action regarding the blockage of the track 
leading down the hill towards Clapper bridge because it was on private land.
DEBRIS ON THE ROAD IN BARTON MEADOW
The Council requested the Clerk to report to Cornwall Highways the mud on the 
road in Barton Meadow.
FINANCE
The Council agreed the following payment; £24.99 to Mrs C. Hoskin for weed killer.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
The Chairman thanked Councillor Bunkum for cutting the hedge at the playing 
field at no cost to the parish.
The Council agreed to request a visit from Tamar Bridge Tolls group to learn of 
proposed objections to continued tolls.
Councillor Johnson volunteered to represent the Council in the future on the 
friends of St Odulph’s support group. 
The Council considered, that the sign on the playing field gate stating that children 
must be supervised would in no manner deter teenagers from using the field and 
hence did not require alteration. 

Chairman Mr. Dolley
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MINuTES Of PARISH COuNCIL MEETINg  7 MARCH 2023
ATTENDANCE    Cllrs, Dolley, Bunkum, Warne, Ley, Johnson, Moore and Floyd. 
APOLOGIES     None
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    None. 
PUBLIC FORUM    There were three members of the public present. 
MINUTES
The minutes of 7 February 2023 Council meeting were accepted unanimously.
MATTERS ARISING
Playing Field
a) Councillor Johnson reported that the Playing Field Support Group (PFSG) had 
received the  grant of £6,500 and this together with funds already held had allowed 
the placement of an order for new equipment which should be installed by early May.
Mayor For Cornwall
 b) The Councillors who had attended the public meeting at Liskeard, regarding the 
proposal for a Mayor for Cornwall, reported that the general feeling was that there 
should be a referendum on the decision. It was noted that the promised funds 
would be spread over 30 years. It seemed that further information was required.
Friends Of St Odulph’s
c) Councillor Johnson reported that the friends of St Odulph’s group had now been 
established formally, with officers and committee confirmed. The constitution is 
being drafted  and that there was a groundswell of support from the Parish.
PLANNING APPLICATION    None.
DEFIBRILLATOR
Because the battery of the defibrillator was near expiry the Council decided to 
purchase a replacement defibrillator at a net cost of £600 which would result in 
lower costs in future years.
FINANCE
The Council agreed the following payments; £180 to HMRC and £720 Clerk’s salary.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Bunkum suggested the planting of a tree to commemorate the 
Coronation of King Charles in May. The Council agreed to consider the type of 
tree and its positioning.
The Clerk was asked to enquire if the tree could be planted on the highway verge. 
Councillor Johnson kindly offered to prepare and circulate a child safeguarding 
policy for review and adoption at the April Council meeting.
TAMAR TOLLS ACTION GROUP
Representatives of the Tamar Tolls Action Group gave a presentation, to the Council 
and an audience from the Village, explaining that the aims of the Group were to reduce 
or eliminate the Tamar Bridge tolls. Those attending the meeting were urged to contact 
County Councillors and Members of Parliament to support the aims of the Group.

Chairman Mr. Dolley
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CHANgES AHEAD fOR THE CHuRCH
I don’t know how many of you have read, or are even aware of, the deanery plan. 
As our churches struggle with dwindling numbers (Covid made a significant 
impact) and our income is reduced, we struggle. We struggle to keep church 
life going and we therefore are unable to support the five stipendiary clergy we 
have. The deanery (parishes between, and including, Callington and Torpoint 
will be cared for by just three clergy. The parishes are therefore being gathered 
into three groups; Calstock, St Dominick and St Mellion with Pillaton will join 
with the four parishes of the Callington cluster under one priest (Landulph will 
be joined with Saltash Area Ministry). There is a lot more than this to the plan 
and you can read it by following the link at the end of this article. I hope you will 
continue to support your parish church, whoever is providing pastoral care. It 
will continue with worship, mission, and ministry.
You may have heard that I am leaving the parishes* at Easter. I invite anyone 
who’d like to say goodbye (or ensure that I go!) to join me for a buffet lunch at St 

Dominic village Hall at 12.00 on 
Palm Sunday (2 April). Come to 
the 10am service if you can. The 
pattern of worship on Sundays will 
continue. Please contact Wardens 
for details and send an email 
(we’ll tell you where presently) for 
baptisms, weddings and funerals.
A reminder to you for your diaries. 
We continue to worship at St 
Odulph on the first and third 
Sundays every month. For Holy 
week and Easter - On Palm Sunday 
(2 April) in the past, we have 
walked through St Dominic, led 
by donkeys , and stopped at places 
to have a dramatic reading of the 
Easter story. Maundy Thursday 
remembers the Jewish Passover, 
the Last Supper and the Watch of 
the Passion. Holy Saturday (before 
Easter Day) sees a dramatic 
service of ‘Easter Fire’. In the The revised groupings of parishes outlined 

in the Deanery Plan.
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YOuR SAY - fOR YOuR CHuRCH!
The Annual Meeting for our churches at St Mellion and Pillaton – St. Melanus 
and St. Odulph – will take place on:

Tuesday 21 March 2023 at 7.00 pm, 
in The Weary friar pub, Pillaton

The meeting is open to everyone to attend.
The church has been part of our community since 
1259, and we hope that you will take this chance to 
show your support for your church. 
We look forward to seeing you.

darkness we hear God’s promise of rescue, there’s fire and candlelight and Easter 
is proclaimed in a blaze of light and glory. On Easter Sunday, the first light of 
Easter Day at sunrise heralds the Resurrection celebration as we gather at Halton 
Quay for worship at 6.35 (giving you a 25 minute lie in over last year!). Several 
churches in the benefice will hold a service on Easter Day, and we will continue 
to celebrate the Resurrection. See the website for details.
Above all, we are a people of hope, and we seek to service our community by 
being a beacon of light and new life for all.

See you somewhere,
Rev. Chris (Rector)

Deanery Plan link:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1roG_d24qtaYOTKpJs7_IHq501w7d9HMz/view

*Rev’d Christopher Painter has been appointed Incumbent of the Fremington, 
Instow and Westleigh – the Taw and Torridge Estuary Churches, and will be 
licensed, installed, and inducted by the Bishop of Exeter on 26 April.
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EASTER ARTS & CRAFTS 
 

 
 

Join us at The Weary Friar on 

Friday 7th April 2023 

12 until 4pm 
Come and have some crafty messy fun using paints, 

glue, pencils, toilet rolls, cardboard, glitter and more 
and of course your imagination to create some fun 

Easter bits to take home for Easter. 

Completely free family fun! 

COFFEE MORNINGS  
Please come and join us for tea, coffee, cake, and a  
good catch up. After much success here is another 

chance for locals to get  together  to make new 
friends and enjoy each other’s company. 

Friday 31st March
Monday 24th April

11.00 am – 1.00 pm
No Charge…   Donations of cake welcome!
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NEXT DRAW
3 ApRil 2023

Date Amount Number Winner
2 Jan 2023 £125 72 Ivan/Sarah Bunkum

6 Feb 2023 * £75 31 Geoff Barnicoat

6 Mar 2023 £125 116 Michelle Pitman

* Geoff very generously donated £50 of the £125 winnings to the Pillaton 
Playing Field Support Group for the purchase of playground equipment.

PILLATON SKITTLES LEAGUE 2022/23 
TEAM PLAYED TO PLAY SKITTLES POINTS

The Mavericks 6 3 864 34

Wild Indians 6 3 838 23

Knackered Monks 6 3 844 22

HillBillies 6 3 807 17

Next Skittles Matches - Thursday 23 and Saturday 25 MARCH 2023
SKITTLES PRESENTATION NIGHT – SATURDAY  22 APRIL 2023

PILLATON gARDENINg CLuB
Linda Mavin has recently stood down as 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Gardening 
Club with the posts being taken over by Lew 
and Chrissie Russell (Secretaries) and Tracy 
Kennedy (Treasurer). 
Everything is now in readiness for the 
Gardening Club’s annual Spring Flower Show 
being held in the Village Hall at 2.30 pm on 
Saturday 18th March.
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NEW PLAYgROuND EQuIPMENT 
PILLATON PLAY (the Pillaton Playing Field Support Group) has been 
successful in a significant new grant bid. This, together with monies already 
held, means that we are now able to enter a contract for three further items 
for the playing field -  a Sway Alley and two Balancing Beams. The total cost 
is around £7,300 and we have already raised £7,100. 

We now need your help to raise the final £200 to cover this last phase of the 
replacement project for the previous equipment condemned and removed in 
2021.  

Please donate just a little – 
Cheques (to Pillaton Village Hall CIO) or cash - 
and drop off to either Peter Johnson or Chris Ley.   

Alternatively, donations may be submitted via BACS to:
Account name:  Pillaton Village Hall CIO 
Account No:  63536718 
Sort Code:   20-45-45
Reference:   Pillaton Play  

We very much hope the new items will be installed in time for the Coronation 
and thus in use for our subsequent Celebration Events on 8 May 2023. 
The Pillaton Play team – currently, Peter Johnson (Chairman), Chris Ley, 
Ivan Bunkum and Trina West still need your support with donations and 
suggestions for fund raising ideas.  Please comment on the Pillaton Facebook 
Group page, drop a note (or money) at any of our houses, or email me at 

pjohnsonpillaton@aol.com   or   Chris at  chris@chrisley.plus.com, 
as soon as possible.  Thank you.
We look forward to hearing from you. 

Peter R Johnson 

 Sway Alley

11



Monday 8 May 2023
from 1400 to 1600 & 1800 to 2300

at Pillaton Village Hall and 
adjacent grounds

An afternoon of games for children 
and an evening of entertainment for all

FREE ENTRY 
You only pay for your food and drink

The planned programme:
Children’s games and activities on the playing field start at 1400 and 
finishing around 1600.
Teas and coffee in the Village Hall from 1430 to 1600.
Licensed Bar (courtesy of the Ryan and Trina West of the Weary Friar) 
from 1800 to 2230.
Hog Roast (by Jeremy & Carolyn Dawe) from 1800 to 1930.
Live music and dancing in the Village Hall with the Cornish Groove 
Collective. Two sessions 1930 to 2030 and 2100 to 2200, plus disco with 
DJ Mike Keay from 1900 beforehand, during the interval and afterwards.

HELP URGENTLY NEEDED
An organiser or lead person for the children’s games and activities. We have 
ideas for games and volunteers to help, but need a Master of Ceremonies to 
take charge.
First Aiders, medical professionals or those with formal, in date First Aid 
qualifications (eg: HSE First Aid at Work), for the afternoon and evening.
Anyone who can help with these crucial roles, or just willing to volunteer 
more generally, please contact Peter Johnson at Fairway, off Barton Meadow,
Telephone: 351409;  e-mail: pjohnsonpillaton@aol.com).  Thank you.

Subject to availability and any other factors, the organisers reserve the right to amend the 
programme and other details between now and the event.

Overall organiser: Peter Johnson, Village Hall CIO Trustee on behalf of  Village Hall CIO Committee.

THE PILLATON CORONATION
CELEBRATION EVENTS
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CORONATION STREET PARTY
It has been suggested that Pillaton could have a Street Party to celebrate the 
Coronation.
The Coronation itself is on a Saturday, when many people will be watching the 
TV, and then Games and a Hog Roast are planned to take place at the Village 
Hall on the Bank Holiday, Monday 8th May. However, that leaves Sunday 7th 
May when the Nation has been encouraged to hold ‘The Big Lunch.’
Holding an official Big Lunch on the main street, closing the road etc is simply 
not practical for Pillaton as it would entail too much red tape so the idea is 
to make it a very informal event to get together with neighbours to celebrate. 
Suggestions are as follows:
Invite anyone in the village to set up their own picnic tables at the top end of 
Barton Meadow.
Bring plates of food to share.
Wear Red white and blue.
Decorate the area with flags and bunting.
Time 12.00 - 3.00 pm Sunday 7th May.
Those interested in making this happen can discuss the proposal at the Coffee 
Morning at the Weary Friar on 31st March or contact Alison Downing 351241.

Alison Downing

COMMEMORATION 
MOSAIC

A special service was held on 22nd January 
to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the 
lightning strike on the church tower of St 
Odulph’s. A key part of the service involved the 
unveiling of a special commemorative mosaic 
plaque by the Right Reverend Hugh Nelson, 
Bishop of St. Germans. The mosaic (pictured 
right) was gifted to the church by members of 
the Pillaton Arts and Crafts Society, having been 
conceived and created by Richard Warwick, 
Captain of Bells at St Odulph’s. Also involved 
with the project were Les Wyatt who produced 
the scaled up drawing for the design, Maire 
Warwick who assisted with the mosaic construction and Roger Warne who 
made the frame. More details and pictures outlining the construction of the 
plaque can be found on the village website.
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St. Dominic, LanDuLph anD St. meLLion-With-piLLaton
ChurCh Diary

DATE   DAY         SERVICE/EVENT    CHURCH
19 Mar  Mothering Sunday 1000 Family Service   Pillaton
   1000 Morning Praise   Landulph
21 Mar Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   St Mellion
26 Mar  Sunday  1000 Celtic Morning Prayer   St Dominic
   1000 Holy Communion   St Mellion
28 Mar Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   St Dominic
02 Apr  Palm Sunday  1000 Procession into Church   St Dominic
   1800 Celtic Evening Prayer   Halton Quay
04 Apr Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   Pillaton
06 Apr Maundy Thursday 1800 Passover and Holy Communion  Landulph
07 Apr Good Friday  1400 At the Foot of the Cross   Pillaton
09 Apr Easter Sunday 0635 Holy Communion   Halton Quay
   1000 Holy Communion   St Mellion
   1000 Holy Communion   Landulph
11 Apr  Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   Landulph
16 Apr Sunday  1000 Holy Communion   Pillaton
   1000  Morning Praise    Landulph
18 Apr Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   St Mellion
23 Apr Sunday  1000 Celtic Morning Worship   St Dominic
   1000 Holy Communion   St Mellion
25 Apr Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   St Dominic
30 Apr Sunday  1000 Holy Communion   St Mellion
   1800 Praise and Worship   St Dominic
02 May Tuesday   0930 Holy Communion   Pillaton
07 May Sunday  1000 Morning Praise    Pillaton
   1000 Holy Communion   Landulph 
   1800 Celtic Evening Prayer   Halton Quay
09 May Tuesday   0930 Holy Communion   Landulph
14 May  Sunday  1000 Morning Praise   St Mellion
   1000 Holy Communion   St Dominic
16 May Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   St Mellion
18 May  Thursday  1900 Ascension Day - Holy Communion  Landulph
21 May  Sunday  1000 Morning Praise   Landulph
   1000 Holy Communion   Pillaton 
23 May Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   St Dominic
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RECYCLING DATES
Along with normal rubbish collections 
on Tuesdays, recycling and garden 
waste will be collected as follows: 
Tue 21 Mar Garden Waste
Tue 28 Mar Recycling
Tue 04 Apr Garden Waste
Tue 11 Apr Recycling
Tue 18 Apr Garden Waste
Tue 25 Apr Recycling
Tue 02 May Garden Waste
Tue 09 May Recycling
Tue 16 May Garden Waste
Tue 23 May Recycling

Village News 
Distribution & Copy Dates 

2023/24
Issue No. Copy Date Dist. Date

225 8 May 26 May
226 3 Jul 21 Jul
227 4 Sep 22 Sep
228 6 Nov 24 Nov
229 8 Jan 26 Jan
230 11 Mar 29 Mar

The distribution date is a guideline and the Village 
News will often be available the week before.

Pillaton Village Diary
Sat 18 Mar
Thu 23 Mar
Sat 25 Mar
Fri 31 Mar
Mon 3 Apr
Tue 4 Apr
Fri 7 Apr
Sat 22 Apr
Mon 24 Apr
Mon 1 May
Tue 2 May
Mon 8 May
Tue 6 Jun

Pillaton Gardening Club Spring Show, Village Hall
Skittles League Match, Pillaton Village Hall
Skittles League Match, Pillaton Village Hall
Coffee Morning, Weary Friar
Pillaton Village Hall 200 Club Draw
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall
Easter Arts and Crafts Afternoon, Weary Friar
Skittles Presentation Night, Pillaton Village Hall
Coffee Morning, Weary Friar
Pillaton Village Hall 200 Club Draw
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall
Pillaton Coronation Celebrations, Pillaton Village Hall
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall

BENEFICE CONTACT DETAILS
Reverend Chris Painter

Rector, Tamar Valley Benefice;    Rural Dean for East Wivelshire

e-mail: revchrispainter@gmail.com     Telephone 01822 -834170
For all matters concerning the church, timings of services, and 
enquiries regarding baptisms, weddings, and funerals, in the first 
instance please visit the new Benefice website at: 

  www.sites.google.com/tamar7.org/tamar-valley-benefice
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The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to alter or omit any articles submitted.

© Copyright Pillaton Village News

Copy for Village News
Deadline for copy: Monday 8th May 2023
 Publication date: friday 26th May 2023

Copy should preferably be sent to my office e-mail address at
 dwane.design@btinternet.com in the form of a Word document or simply 
text in an e-mail. If you do not have access to the internet, hard copy is 
perfectly acceptable (typed or handwritten) and should be delivered to me at 
9 Barton Meadow. Images for the Village News can be in virtually any digital 
format or as hard copy for scanning.

Any queries please call Robin Dwane on 01579-351560.
VILLAGE NEwS ADVERTISING RATES

Full Page advert: £12 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £60
Half page advert: £6 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £30

Third page advert: £4 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £20
Quarter page advert £3 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £15

Small Classified Adverts: Free to village residents.

LEGACIES
Continue the faithful giving of a lifetime. Have you made a Will? 

 Would you like to add a Codicil to your Will?
Have you considered leaving a legacy to your Church both as an act of love and 

thanksgiving to God and as a powerful witness to your friends and family? 
MOST LIFETIME GIFTS ATTRACT THE BENEFIT  OF 25% ADDED TAX RELIEF

You can donate to the PCC by logging onto our Just Giving website:
www.justgiving.com/stmellion-pillatonpcc  

 (Gift Aid Tax Relief  added automatically)

OR Quite Simply - Cheques in favour of   -   ‘St Mellion with Pillaton PCC’
To: Sue McClaughry

 Honorary Treasurer, St Mellion with Pillaton PCC.
Orchard Cottage, Kernock, Pillaton, Saltash, Cornwall, PL12 6RY

Tel: 07771 756125                e-mail: smcclaughry@coronis.co.uk
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