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Pillaton Village News
No. 150 November 2010

Once again I am sitting in on behalf of Delcia 
as editor. Those of you who like to wear nice 
warm anoraks may notice that I have been tinkering with the layout 
of the Village News, with some slightly different fonts and different 
point size. Having vague pretensions towards graphic design I can get 
quite excited about such things – just give me a nice transitional font 
or slab-serif any day. I am also using different software on which to lay 
out the Village News and hopefully the net result is slightly crisper and 
easier to read. The different software also has the benefit of being able 
to produce Adobe Acrobat pdf versions of the Village News that can 
easily be e-mailed. This should produce a small saving as advertisers 
who live outside the village can now receive their complimentary copy 
by e-mail rather than through the post.

Delcia is still hopeful of resuming her role as editor in the New Year 
(the different software will not preclude this), but in the meantime all 
copy for the next edition should be forwarded to me (deadline 10 Jan 
2011). See inside back cover for full details.

Robin Dwane

SWIFT SEWING MACHINE SERVICES
industrial and domestic mechanic

(member of smta)

66 beatrice aVenue
SALTASH
CORNWALL PL12 4NG

TELEPHONE: 01752 847842

Robin Dwane 

E-mail: robin.dwane@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01579-351560

9 Barton Meadow, Pillaton, Saltash, Cornwall, PL12 6SE

Design
Other design

 work undertaken, 
including calendars, 
brochures & flyers. 

Packs of six Christmas cards (A6 size) - £2-50
Two designs in each pack

Scenes from Pillaton, Saltash, 
Callington or Plymouth

Calendars - £4-50 each
Available for Callington, Plymouth, 

Launceston and Looe 
(2 months to a page)
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PILLATON PARISH COUNCIL  
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 15 Sep 2010

ATTENDANCE 
Cllrs. Dolley, Hoskin, S. Floyd, Edwards, Martin and D. Floyd

APOLOGIES 
Cllr. Harris and District Councillor Egglestone.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None

PUBLIC FORUM
No members of the public were present.

MINUTES 
The Minutes of 21st July 2010 meeting were accepted unanimously.

MATTERS ARISING
The Clerk was asked to contact Roy Millward regarding the height of 
the branches at the edge of the field.

Thanks were recorded to John Wheeley for producing a web site for 
the Parish under the auspices of the Parish Council.

It was noted that District Councillor Egglestone’s offer to assist with 
the repair to Mushton lane through her member’s budget was not 
possible. The Parish Council determined to contact Cornwall Council 
pointing out that the safe passage had not been maintained.

The Chairman reported that he had submitted a hedge row alteration 
notice for the hedge at Kernock junction to improve visibility. Thanks 
were recorded to Cllr Martin for preparing the relevant maps.

The Council decided to request unsuitable for HGV signs at Kernock 
lane and It was agreed that the ribbed warning lines should be 
installed just before the 30 mph signs at the entrance to the Village.

Cllr Edwards undertook to update the Parish Plan with the comments 
arising from the Parish Plan review day. The Clerk was asked to 
request Tesco to include Pillaton in their free bus run.

SALT BINS
The Council delayed the ordering of salt bin refills until full details 
had been received from Cornwall Council. Cllr Martin offered to 
investigate the cost of suitable bins.

PLANNING
No written planning application had been received. The Clerk was 
asked to request hard copies of plans from Cornwall Council.

FEDERATION OF SCHOOLS
In the absence of Pillaton Council being on the list of consultees the 
Council agreed not to respond formally.

LOTTERY APPLICATION
The Council approved a letter of support for the lottery application 
being submitted by Julie M’Hand.

FINANCE
The Bank position of Current account £204 and deposit account 
£3,481 was noted.

The Council approved payment of £14 for a Remembrance Day wreath

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Council approved a letter of support for the collection of Miss 
Bridgman at Polborder as opposed to her having to travel to Hatt on 
her way to the Duchy College.

Chairman: Mr. Dolley
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PILLATON PARISH COUNCIL  
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 20 Oct 2010

ATTENDANCE Cllrs. Dolley, Hoskin, S. Floyd, Edwards, Martin, D. 
Floyd Harris and District Councillor Egglestone

APOLOGIES None

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST Cllr Edwards declared a prejudicial 
interest in the planning application regarding the hay barn.

PUBLIC FORUM
Two members of the public and the PCO were present. The Police 
report indicated that there had been no crimes in the parish since the 
last case of vandalism for which persons were being prosecuted.

MINUTES 
The Minutes of 15TH September 2010 meeting were accepted 
unanimously.

MATTERS ARISING
Julie M’Hand outlined the proposed community garden for which 
grants were sought. The proposal was accepted in broad outline by 3 
votes to 2 with one abstention.

Roy Millward had written agreeing to a further height reduction of 
the branches at the edge of the field and Cllr Martin confirmed that 
he would request the contractor to install the fence at no cost to the 
village.

District Councillor Egglestone undertook offer to contact Cornwall 
Council regarding the condition of Mushton Lane.

The Chairman reported that he had arranged for the work at Kernock 
corner to go ahead subject to no objection to the already submitted 
planning application.

Cllr Edwards provided a list of the Parish Plan comments arising from 
the Parish Plan review day. The Clerk was asked to repeat the request 
Tesco to include Pillaton in their free bus run.

Cllr Hoskin volunteered to contact the Duchy College regarding the 
collection of Miss Bridgman at St Mellion bus stop as opposed to her 
having to travel to Hatt on her way to the College.

SALT BINS
The Council agreed to order a new salt bin for the top of the village 
and order refills for the existing bins.

PLANNING
The Council supported an application for removal of the condition 
requiring cables to be underground at Tremoan Barn.

Cllr Edwards left the room. The Council supported an application for 
retention of a hay store at Pillaton Glebe. Cllr Edwards returned.

FEDERATION OF SCHOOLS
Cllr Hoskin kindly agreed to complete the questionnaire in favour of 
the proposed federation.

COMMUNITY AREA NETWORK MEETINGS
Cllrs Harris and Hoskin gave feed back on the meetings questioning 
why the bus to Saltash could not be routed through Pillaton for students.

FINANCE 
The Council reviewed the proposed precept and requested 
amendments for approval at the November meeting.

The Bank position of Current account £170 and deposit account 
£4,627 was noted.

The Council approved payments of £74 for village hall hire and 
£411.25 for the garden consultant subject to receipt of matching funds 
from the Playground project.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was requested that volunteers empty the bin in the playing field.

Cllrs Dolley and Harris said that they had tightened the cable for the 
zip wire.

Chairman: Mr. Dolley
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Pillaton Wi
September and October Meetings

If I ask you to close your eyes and think of a Chimney Sweep, what 
images come into your head? Do you see Mr. Grimes and poor little 
Tom, the sweep’s boy, from Kingsley’s classic children’s book “The 
Water Babies”, or even Dick Van Dyke singing along to “Chim-Chim-
Cheree” in his character as sweep in Mary Poppins?

Ryan Metters, our guest speaker for September, swept all these 
stereotypes away with his excellent presentation “Sweeping Changes”. 
A founder member and currently Chairman of the Association of 
Professional and Independent Chimney Sweeps (APICS), founded in 
2002, Ryan has over 30 years sweeping experience. His talk covered 
the professional aspects of his job, personalised with stories from his 
family life. 

A Master Sweep himself, Ryan has trained others to carry out the 
work, which these days includes not only chimney sweeping and 
maintenance, but also removal of birds’ nests, fitting cowls and bird 
guards and CCTV camera inspection. 

Far removed from poor little Tom, scrambling up and down chimneys 
in the dark!

The business meeting was a full one following the summer break, 
with it seemed masses of correspondence to get through. Our able 
committee highlighted the most important and interesting news for 
us, and circulated lists for members wanting to attend any of the 
events organised by County, namely the “4 corner days” at Marshgate 
on October 12 and St Breward on November 27, “Hidden wonders of 
Korea” in Truro on October 21, the Christmas lunches at St Mellion 
on November 24 and 25 and the County Carol Service at Truro on 
December 8.

Our own Christmas craft evening will be on November 15 with 
Rosemary Long.

Topics of interest included the Creative writing club and the Calendar 
2012 photo competition – the theme for 2012, very appropriate for the 
year of the 2012 Olympics, is “Cornwall in Action”, so get snapping!

An exciting piece of village news was the launch of our very own 
website. Have a look at it on www.pillaton.org.uk 

Our October meeting, following the tradition of the past few years, 
was a social get together in the form of a Harvest Supper. We all 
brought along food to share, and the resulting banquet was enjoyed 
by everyone. Who could resist? Salads, cold meats, pies and quiches, 
followed by glorious home made puddings…This meeting is always 
such a lovely time to share holiday memories, chat about village life 
and renew friendships.

The business meeting was kept brief to allow plenty of time for supper 
and socializing. A report of the County Meeting at Truro on October 
5 was displayed for members to read, and the West Briton Cup for 
“Rookie Reporters” was presented to Pillaton WI’s press officer, Ann 
Henderson.

During the evening, a beautiful hand stitched quilt was on display on 
the Village Hall stage. Several of our members had a hand in stitching 
this work of art, which had been made to raffle in aid of the Live At 
Home scheme. Anyone interested in more details about quilting or the 
charity should contact Brenda Bonner.

The next meeting on November 8 will welcome guest speaker Maurice 
Diaper, whose presentation will be on the subject of Aphasia.

We are a friendly group and welcome new members, so if you would 
like to come along to see what we do, please join us in Pillaton Village 
Hall. We meet at 7.30 pm on the second Monday of each month. If 
you would like to know more about Pillaton WI, please contact Ann 
Henderson on 01579 351289.

Anne Henderson
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PILLATON VILLAge HALL
AdVANCe NOTICe
Here is a date for your forward planners! 
Yes, I know it’s a long way ahead, but 
Pillaton people are so busy that I thought 
you may like to make a note of this date in 
advance.

On 8 April 2011, the South West Film and 
Television Archive will be screening a 
film show put together specially for us! The 
footage will include film on local places and events from their archives 
and the programme will last about an hour and a half.

This promises to be a very special event and will be a once only chance 
to see unique film, so I am sure you won’t want to miss it! More details 
nearer the time but make a note of the date now.

‘THAT’S LIFe’
Chris Batters entertained us with his third show, which included a 
picture and musical quiz which was won by Table No. 3 (Pete & Jenny 
Francis, Gary & Marie Sims, David & Jenny Shawcross). This was a 
very enjoyable evening and Shirley cooked and served another of her 
superb meals. 

The raffle raised £88 and we would like to thank Shirley Floyd, Len 
White, June Hutfield and Heather for providing the raffle prizes. The 
proceeds from the evening will go to Village Hall funds.

The Social Committee (Ann, Shirley & Sue) will be meeting shortly to 
discuss future events for 2011.

Sue White

Howton Farm Venison
Pillaton

We now have for sale
Steaks, Sausages, Casserole Cubes, Mince and Joints

Phone Jacqui Moss on 01579-350781
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CAN YOU HELP?
Wanted, donations for raffle prizes, lucky dip and other stalls.

Cakes, sweets, homemade chutneys, unwanted gifts, bottles 
of booze etc.

Any articles gratefully received all proceeds to the Children’s 
Hospice South West.

Please deliver articles to Margaret Hoskin 4 Briars Ryn in 
advance of Sunday 12th December, the date of the Toy 
Service/Christmas Bazaar.

12 13



PILLATON COMMUNITy PROjeCT
Further to the installation of play equipment for our young people 
and toddlers to the Village Playing Field, the Pillaton Playground 
Project Committee with the assistance of the Village Hall Committee 
members and the Parish Council have been working together improve 
further facilities within the village. 

Following receipt of the surveys completed by households in January 
of this year (a big thank you to all those who took part in this survey) it 
was felt the Village Hall outside space could be greatly improved with 
landscaping with planting, picnic tables and seating, noticeboard and 
entrance signage, awning and marquee to be used for events and some 
outdoor games. The proposed playing field improvements include the 
planting of a willow hide, animal houses and information boards and 
planting. 

Recently, a landscape architect has been instructed to give an outline 
sketch of the proposed improvements to be submitted with the 
funding application to “Community Spaces” based on the findings of 
the questionnaires. An outline sketch of these proposed improvements 
can be viewed on the village website www.pillaton.org.uk.

It is hoped the application will be completed within the next week 
or so, we should then hear within the next couple of months if our 
application is successful – maybe even in time for Christmas! 

Thank you to all those who continue to support this project and in 
particular to those who wrote very lovely letters of support. 

Pillaton Playground Committee

MACMILLAN COFFee MORNINg
A huge 'Thank you' to everyone who supported 
the coffee morning on 24th September in aid of 
Macmillan cancer support and Sue Ryder Care. 
A total of £750 was raised and of course, those 
who pay tax and signed the 'Gift Aid' form, 
will enable money to be reclaimed from the 
taxman, which increases the overall total. 

My very grateful 'Thanks' too, for all of the help given to me on the day 
- it really was a 'Team' effort. Without that help it can't happen! 

Helen Edwards

LANdULPH FILM CLUb
WINTeR SeASON

The recently formed Landulph Film Club has 
planned a thrilling programme of films to brighten 
up your winter evenings. The Second Tuesday in 
the month is Film Night!

14th December: Strictly Ballroom

11th January: Lawrence of Arabia

8th February: The Odd Couple

8th March: The Madness of King George

12th April: Close Encounters of the Third Kind

All shows are at the Landulph Memorial Hall, Cargreen
7 pm for 7.30 pm start
£5 per ticket on the door
Bring your own refreshments! Tea and coffee provided!

For further information contact Nigel Johnson on 01752 841 520.

PHOtOCOPiEr AvAiLAbLE 
If anyone has need of a photocopier Mrs Geraldine Parkyn has one 
available. The make is a Risograph Model RC 4500 complete with six 
black ink refills. Contact telephone number is 01579 384197.
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Fruit Case
The shortage of rain during late September and 
October has given us a wonderfully coloured 
autumn. The leaves have clung to the branches 
in a broad palate of yellows russets and oranges, 
and with the mildness of temperature and lack 
of those usually spiteful winds at the close of October, that even late 
apples still hang on to one of my Tamar apple trees! I must admit to 
wanting to leave them on the branches as late as possible, as they just 
look so beautiful. Yes, I know, the trees will have to be pruned soon.

My young apple trees have surpassed themselves this year, though they 
are still slight in stature, having only been planted 5 years ago. The size 
of the apples seemed disproportionate to the size of the tree and made 
the branches droop, so I supported them with bamboo props! This 
bumper crop enabled me to produce chutney on an industrial scale for 
the many charity events at this time of year.

My freezer is filled with produce for the winter, so I am feeling rather 
pleased with myself.

The annual song of chop and clear is audible throughout the village, 
chain saws, strimmers and hedge cutters have all been busy. I 
accumulated a huge pile of brush and prunings on my drive, and 
forced myself into buying a garden shredder [something I had always 
intended to do but had been put off by the noise that most shredders 
make]. I had been favourably impressed with my brother-in-law’s 
Bosch quiet shredder and decided to get the biggest in the range. I 
have to admit that buying gardening ‘stuff ’ is fun, so much more so 
than girly frock shopping...! I have been so impressed with my new 
toy and have managed to shred that huge pile of branches , and the 
chipped material produced is just the right size to make an excellent 
mulch, no trips to the tip. Whoopee!

The downside of this season is the seemingly endless tidying, clearing 
vegetable beds of weeds and leaving a thick mulch of manure to break 

down during the winter months. Loose flower pots have to be sorted 
and stored, any equipment left cleaned, oiled and put away for winter.

I have just managed to bubble-wrap my greenhouse, and have 
positioned tender plants by the greenhouse in readiness for their 
winter protection. The weeding I am less enthusiastic about as it has 
rather been left and though my gardening gloves are waterproof it 
is unpleasant now that those HUGE winter cream slugs with orange 
petticoats are about.

That reminds me, I must get some more cheap salt so that I can assault 
the slugs.

JUSt OUt
The story in text and pictures of the 2009 
project to refurbish and augment the 
ring of bells in Pillaton. 

30 pages in full colour 

Price £7.50 Available from Maire Warwick 

Butternhill, The Row, Pillaton Tel: 350711 
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Do you have time on your hands and would 
like to get involved in a new hobby? Peter 
Broyd, who lives at Mill Platt down at Leigh, 
keeps racing pigeons and is looking for an older 
person, male or female and possibly retired, to 
assist him with his hobby. 

Peter races his pigeons with the Woodlands Pigeon Racing Club 
at Crownhill in Plymouth on most Saturdays between April and 
September. He has been racing for nearly 20 years and keeps around 
50 birds altogether, 24 stock birds with the rest being racing birds. 
Races are run from Honiton to Great Yarmouth and there are also five 
overseas races from France 
each year, with distances 
ranging from 50 to 530 miles.

However, caring for the birds 
can be time consuming and 
so Peter is hoping someone 
will want to take up a new 
hobby and help him race and 
look after the birds in his 
loft. There is no cost involved 
as Peter will still pay all the 
bills, but he is looking for 
an individual rather than a 
number of people as the birds 
do not like strangers and it 
is easier for them to get used 
to one person. If you are 
interested in getting involved, 
then Peter’s phone number 
is 01579-351166 or mobile 
07800789737.

PIgeON FANCIeR WANTed
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Rector: Fr. Philip Lamb, The Rectory, St. Mellion, Cornwall PL12 6RN

Telephone: 01579 350061   Mobile: 07786172305

Email: frlamb@stmellion 141.freeserve.co.uk

For all enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals or any other 
Parish Business please contact Fr. Philip Lamb.                                     

CHURCH dATeS
Until end of November - bishop branscombe exhibition

The exhibition commemorating the dedication St Odulph’s in 1259 by 
Bishop Walter de Branscombe, Bishop of Exeter will continue in the 
church until the end of the month.

Sunday 12th december - benefice Toy Service at 9.30 am 

Come and see Father Christmas and bring your presents for 
disadvantaged children suitably wrapped and marked with girl/
boy and age. Each child coming to the Service will receive a small 
present from Father Christmas. After the Service there is a Christmas 
Bazaar in the Village Hall with Pillaton Choir, Handbells, raffle and 
refreshments.

Wednesday 15th december - Nine Lessons and Carols at 7.00 pm

Not to be missed.
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LEGACIES
Continue the faithful giving of a lifetime.

Have you made a Will?
Would you like to add a Codicil to your Will?

Have you considered leaving a legacy to your Church both as an act of love and 
thanksgiving to God and as a powerful witness to your friends and family? Your local 

Church has information available that will help you to answer these questions.

Contact: Jim Bennet ACIB.MLlA (Dip) 
Honorary Treasurer, St. Mellion with Pillaton P.C.C.

‘Fox Hollows’ 16, Barton Meadows, Pillaton, Saltash, Cornwall PL12 6SE

Tel. and Fax: Liskeard 01579 350067   Mobile: 07979 644990
Email: jim bennet@foxhollows.co.uk

The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to alter or omit any articles submitted.

© Copyright Pillaton Village News

COPY FOR VILLAGE NEWS
deadline for copy: Monday 10th january 2011
Publication date:    Friday 28th january 2011

Copy should preferably be e-mailed to my office e-mail 
address at dwane.design@btinternet.com and can be in the 
form of a Word document or simply text in an e-mail. If you 
do not have access to the internet, hard copy is perfectly 
acceptable (typed or handwritten) and should be delivered 
to me at 9 Barton Meadows. 

Images for the Village News can be in virtually any digital 
format or as hard copy for scanning.

Any queries please call Robin Dwane on 01579-351560.
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St. Mellion V.A. C of e
SChool

St. Mellion, Saltash PL12 6RN
Tel: 01579-350567

E-mail:
head@st-mellion.cornwall.sch.uk
www.st-mellion.cornwall.sch.uk

aRE you coNSidERiNg a 
PRiMaRy SchooL?

why NoT Pay a viSiT To
 ST. MELLioN SchooL?

in our school children come first and we pride 
ourselves on good relations, the caring family 
atmosphere and high standards of both work 

and behaviour.
Please telephone for a prospectus or to make 

an appointment to view the school with the 
headteacher:

Mrs angela Palin
we look forward to seeing you

Do you need a 
Gardener?

Hardworking 
and

reliable
Tel: 01579 370423


