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A FAMILY FUN DAY
1500 to 2300 on Saturday 13 May 2017

An afternoon and evening of fun, events and entertainment
for everyone and all ages with

Free entry
 you only pay for your food and drink

In the afternoon (1500 to 1700):
•	 Bouncy	Castle	indoors	and	outdoors
•	 Bungee	run
•	 Children’s	entertainer	–	Billy	Wiz	with	magic	and	balloons
•	 Family	games	and	stalls	-	lucky	dip,	stocks,	coconut	shy
			and	hook	a	duck

•	 Face	painting
•	 Tug-of-War	competition
•	 Cream	teas	in	the	Village	Hall

In the evening (1700 onwards – music from 1930):
•	 Licensed	Bar	(courtesy	of	the	Bulls	Head,	Callington)
•	 Hog	roast	(courtesy	of	Jeremy	&	Carolyn	Dawe)
•	 Live	music	and	dancing	in	the	Village	Hall	(two	bands)

Plus	a	Grand	Draw	with	valuable	prizes	including	cash.	The	event	will	
be	opened	by	a	local	VIP	at	1500.

Subject to availability and any other factors, the Group reserves the right to amend the 
programme and other details between now and the event.

Organiser: Peter Johnson, Chairman PWW1CG.

to celebrate the purchase of our Playing Field into village 
ownership, the Pillaton World War One Commemoration Group 

proudly presents confirmed plans for
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Pillaton Village News
No. 188 March 2017
Dare I tempt fate and say that at last the weather seems to be   
starting to perk up, with the occasional glimpse of spring like weather. On page 9 
Ann Henderson has done some more detailed research into the subject of Spring; 
what it all means, when it is supposed to start and the origin of the term.
Speaking of the origin of names, back in February Dr Ken George gave a talk to 
the WI in the Village Hall on the subject of Cornish place names with particular 
reference to Pillaton. I have since been passed a copy of his glossary of Pillaton place 
names, which I think might be of interest to many and will soon appear on the 
village website.
Looking through the list I now know the origin of the names East and West Beria. 
Rather bizarrely, in my little mind, I had always managed to associate these names 
with the former Soviet Union, where Beria was head of the Secret Police and the 
NKVD (forerunner of the KGB) under Stalin. Quite why he would ever want to 
associate himself with south east Cornwall was a complete mystery, but then I 
suppose Pillaton is not far from Devonport Naval Base......    Anyway, now all has 
been explained; Beria is derived from the much more benign Old English word 
beara meaning grove, so no ‘Reds under the bed.’
Of the other local names, the likely origin for Polborder, or in Cornish pollbodhowr,
stands out; namely being derived from the Cornish poll ‘pool’ and bodhowr ‘filthy 
water.’ Probably best not to tell the estate agent if you are selling a house there!
The next copy date is 8 May 2017, - full details page 27.

Robin Dwane, Editor
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MiNutes of Parish CouNCil MeetiNg 7 feBruarY 2017
ATTENDANCE   
Cllrs Dolley, Martin, Heap, D Floyd, Warne, Harris and County Councillor D Pugh.
APOLOGIES   Cllr S Floyd.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   None. 
PUBLIC FORUM
County Councillor D. Pugh informed the meeting that he would authorise £800 
from his community chest for the purpose of renovating finger posts in the Parish. 
MINUTES
The minutes of 3rd and 19th January 2017 Council Meetings were accepted 
unanimously.
MATTERS ARISING
The Council anticipated that the members attending the meeting at St Mellion 
would be able to discover more details about the scheme for affordable homes 
possibly in the Parish.
PLANNING PERMISSION   None.
FINANCE 
There were no payments.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Chairman read out a letter from the Secretary of the Gardening Club who 
promised assistance and suggested the creation of a rota to maintain the plants in 
the playing field. The Chairman undertook to discuss the matter with the Secretary 
of the Gardening Club.

MiNutes of Parish CouNCil MeetiNg 19 JaNuarY 2017
ATTENDANCE  
Cllrs. Dolley, Harris, Martin, Heap, and Warne.
APOLOGIES   None.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs D. Floyd and S. Floyd declared a prior interest in the conversion of redundant 
barn to single dwelling at Rick Park Farm and did not attend the meeting.
PUBLIC FORUM
There were two members of the public present.
PLANNING PERMISSION
PA16/06198 Conversion of redundant barn to single dwelling, Rick Park Farm.
The Council resolved to maintain their support for the application and for Cllrs 
Warne and Harris to attend the Cornwall Council planning committee meeting to 
give reasons for the support.

Chairman D Dolley
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The Chairman also read out a letter from Ted and Sarah Coryton thanking the 
Council for their support in the past and explaining that the ownership of Pentillie 
would change but remain in the family.
The problem of water ingress in the Hall was raised by the Chairman who reported 
that he would seek support from Highways for the creation of a drain and discuss 
with the Contractor the remedying of the buckled floor.

Chairman D Dolley

MiNutes of Parish CouNCil MeetiNg 7 MarCh 2017
ATTENDANCE  Cllrs Dolley, Martin, Heap, D Floyd, Warne, S Floyd and County 
Councillor D Pugh.   
APOLOGIES  Cllr Harris. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   None. 
PUBLIC FORUM    There were four members of the public present. 
MINUTES
The Minutes of 7 February 2017 Council meeting were accepted unanimously.
MATTERS ARISING
Cllr Warne reported on the meeting at St Mellion about affordable homes possibly 
to be built in the Parish.
The Council resolved to host a meeting in the Village Hall in order to carry out a 
survey regarding the need for affordable homes for the residents of Pillaton.
The Council had no comments on the Housing Needs Survey based on the 
Cornwall Council format. It was decided that the Survey form would be publicised 
on the web site and via the Village News.
FINGER POSTS
The Council decided to seek the cost of repairing the sign post at Polborder before 
deciding upon which signs to repair. The Clerk was also asked to enquire into the 
amount paid by St Mellion for similar work.
PLANNING PERMISSION   None.
FINANCE
The following payments were approved; Clerks annual salary £720 and HMRC 
£180.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
A letter had been received complaining about the mud on the road at the bottom 
of the Village. The Council noted that they had no authority over such issues and 
would respond suggesting the author complain via Cornwall Council web site. 
County Councillor D. Pugh promised to find out the cost of digging up a public 
road to assist in preventing water damage to the Hall.   

Chairman D Dolley
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News froM PillatoN world war oNe 
CoMMeMoratioN grouP

When this article is published, ownership of the playing field should be in 
the hands of the people of Pillaton, in the form of the Village Hall. This is 
solely due to the generosity of individuals and families across the parish, fund 
raising efforts, the grant from the Howton Solar Farm Community Fund, plus 
the generosity of the estate of the previous owners Rosemary and Bill Mills, 
which together raised the capital price of £18,000 plus sufficient funds to cover 
the associated legal and other costs. This completes the Group’s objective in 
establishing a lasting legacy of the centenary of the First World War. Thank you, 
once again, to everyone who has contributed to this considerable achievement.  
To celebrate this success, the Group has organised a family fun day on 
saturday 13 May 2017 at the Village Hall and on the Playing Field. More details 
are on the notice on the front page of the Village News, on the Village Website, 
and in due course in posters displayed around the village. The event will be 
opened by our MP, Sheryll Murray at 1500, and the afternoon is for activities 
and entertainment for the younger generation, although there is plenty for adults 
too. From 1700 the licenced bar will open and the hog roast will start serving 
shortly thereafter. From 1930 we have two local bands playing in the Village Hall 
for both listening to and dancing. The event will close at 2300. Please come and 
support this event, which is absolutely free except for any food or drink you 
may wish to purchase.
We also hope to run a further popular Clay Pigeon Shoot in the early summer, 
but no date has yet been selected.  In the autumn we plan another black tie 
formal dinner in the Weary Friar, loosely in the form of a Trafalgar Night Royal 
Navy Mess Dinner. Full details will be published later on.
Ideas for events in 2018 are being discussed: now that our lasting legacy project 
has been achieved, our focus is commemorating the events and impact of the 
Great War, especially as 2018 sees the centenary of the Armistice. We hope to 
hold events that will dovetail or compliment national commemorative events of 
this momentous anniversary.
If you have any new ideas, or would like to assist or contribute to any events, 
please contact either me, the Chairman, (01579 351409 – Fairway, off Barton 
Meadows) or our Secretary/ Treasurer, Chris Ley (01579 351033 – 19 Barton 
Meadows). Thank you very much.

Peter R Johnson
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WANTED
FIRST AIDERS

FOR PILLATON VILLAGE FUN DAY

ON SATURDAY 13 MAY 2017
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS, QUALIFIED, IN-DATE FIRST AIDERS, 

(EG; HSE FIRST AID AT WORK, PARAMEDICS, NURSES, 
DOCTORS ETC) TO PROVIDE BRIEF COVER FOR OUR 

AFTERNOON.  IF YOU CAN HELP WITH JUST AN HOUR OR 
TWO, PLEASE CONTACT EITHER PETER JOHNSON (351409) 

OR CHRIS LEY (351033).  THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

PILLATON WORLD WAR ONE COMMEMORATION GROUP

COMPETITION
for 14 years of age and under:

to design the front cover for Pillaton gardening Club's
 summer show schedule.

to be a5 size, design to be black and white and include the 
date, time and venue.

The summer show takes place on
  saturday 2nd september 2017 at 2.30pm

 in Pillaton Village hall.

PriZe: £20 worth of gardening items.

entries to be in by the end of March to Carole, 
10 Barton Meadows, Pillaton

with your name and contact details
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VoluNteers waNted
Now that the days are beginning to get longer and the weather (hopefully) 
improves, once again I am looking for willing volunteers to carry out minor 
repairs or refurbishments to some of the fixtures and fittings around the village.
Much sterling work was undertaken last year, with particular thanks going to 
Linda Mavin and Brian Henderson for all their efforts, but as always there is 
more sprucing up to be done.
If you are able to spare the odd hour or two over the coming months then please 
contact me, Graham Heap, at ‘Blackthorns’ or call 07977 056523.

VoluNteer gardeNers Needed
Your Playing Field needs volunteers to weed the flower beds.  Anyone wishing to 
help on a monthly basis, please contact Linda, Pillaton Gardening Club Secretary 
on 350956.  The beds are looking very tidy at the moment and Linda will do 
March.  Your own tools are needed and as such all work is done at your own 
risk.  Compostable material will need to be disposed of but this can be arranged 
with Linda.  

dwanedesign.co.uk8



sPriNg iNto suMMer! 
By the time most of you read this article, we will probably have done the messing 
about with the clocks stuff, moaned about losing an hour’s sleep and be enjoying 
the lighter evenings that are the benefit of British Summer Time (BST), which 
begins on 26 March this year.
So, we will be in BST, but only just have passed the first day of spring on 20 
March… Except, is it? It seems to me that the first day of spring these days can be 
trumpeted as having arrived anything from early February till late March. Impatient 
to believe the dark days of winter are almost over, we have endless reporting of the 
first primroses, first daffs, birds nesting and so forth. Confused? I was, so I have 
done a bit of surfing on the Internet and this is what I have learned.
According to my dictionary, “springtime”, to be correct, can be the season which 
lasts roughly from February or March to April or May and is defined as being the 
season when plants start to grow. The verb “spring” means to bound, break forth, 
burst, appear, dawn, etc – all words that express exciting, sudden movement. Think 
buds bursting open, lambs bounding in the fields… This fits in with the fact that 
we only started to use the term “springing time” during the fourteenth century, to 
describe what used to be just known as “Lent”. This term was shortened to “spring-
time” in the fifteenth century and again to “spring” in the sixteenth century.
The first mention this year of “spring” having arrived in Cornwall was in the 
newspapers and based on the “bloomometer” – yes, it is called that! – which 
apparently defines “spring” by the number of blooms on the 6 giant magnolia 
campellii trees in the great Cornish gardens of Caerhays, Trebah, Tregothnan, 
Trewidden, Trewithen and Heligan. When each of these trees has more than 50 
blooms open, it’s spring! This year it occurred on 28 February, rather later than 2016 
when it was already spring on 10 February. Very weather dependent, then.
Next up is “Meteorological spring”, which is a bit more straightforward as it 
always falls on the 1 March. This is based on the annual temperature cycle and 
neatly splits the year up into the four seasons, defining spring as 1 March-31 May, 
summer as 1 June-31 August, autumn as 1 September-30 November and winter 
as 1 December-28 February. So, this year at least, the “bloomometer” pretty well 
coincided with Meteorological spring.
Still with me? Finally, we have “Astronomical spring”, from 20 March to 20 June. 
I think this is my preferred definition, based as it is on the position of the earth 
in relation to the sun. It’s also referred to as the “Vernal Equinox”, vernal simply 
meaning that it happens in spring and having its origin in the Latin verb “vernare”, 
meaning to sprout. The equinox is when the sun crosses the equator giving us day 
and night in equal length – hooray! 
So, whichever way you define it, as you are reading this it is definitely spring at last! 
However, just remember the proverb and “Ne’er cast a clout till May be out”. There 
could still be a sting in winter’s tail as she bows out! Happy spring time everyone.

Ann Henderson
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 - A specialist law firm in Tavistock, Devon

Hansford Bell Law is a niche legal practice led by 
solicitor, Jennifer Slater TEP providing high quality 
legal advice delivered in a clear manner so you will 
understand the choices available to you having 
regard to your specific needs and circumstances.

We cover a broad range of private client areas such as:

• Wills & Probate
• Inheritance Tax and Wealth Planning
• Trusts & Asset Protection
• Powers of Attorney and Court of Protection applications

We ensure the arrangements our clients put in hand are robust and tax 
efficient, protecting their family's assets and maximising the value of tax 
reliefs and exemptions.

Whether you are seeking support for a family member or making 
preparations for your own future, we can advise on powers of attorney 
and Court of Protection applications.

Our Fees are fixed according to the service and assistance our clients require 
so you will always know the cost before we undertake any work for you.

We are committed to developing a long-term relationship with our clients 
and offer a flexible personal and efficient service. Clients can be confident 
our advice is bespoke and every detail has been considered with their 
specific circumstances in mind.

Call Jennifer on 01822 619805 to have a chat about your requirements or 
for more information, log on to www.hansfordbelllaw.co.uk  
Decisions made today will impact well into the future. Early planning is 
essential to protect assets for your lifetime and the generations that follow.

Hansford Bell Law, Culver House, 13 West Street, Tavistock, PL19 8AN
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority: 623223
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"Aslan Is On The Move"
Which is your church? Many of you may respond “I don’t have one, thank you” 
(or perhaps something more direct!), others may point to a Methodist, Roman 
Catholic or other denomination, some may point toward their Mosque or 
Synagogue or other faith community. A few may even dare to point to St Odulphus 
and say “That one!”
By an accident of history, and whether you go or not, a parish church is there for 
everyone who lives in the parish. Like a Chaplaincy, it’s there for all, of any faith 
or none. It’s there to be alongside people as they rejoice, or when they grieve. 
Mostly, it’s there to affirm life and all that’s good in it.
When I arrived I was aware that some felt they couldn’t join in worship. Families 
with young children particularly wanted something the children could relate to. 
We’ve tried to meet their needs by a Family Service every 6 weeks or so; worship 
which children of different ages can relate to, and in which adults who enjoy 
less formal services can also enjoy. Morning Praise is also a service (without 
Communion) which some prefer. Communion services are still held regularly. 
We hope this goes some way toward meeting the needs of a wider group.
On 26 March, we celebrate Mothering Sunday, celebrating not just those who 
are mothers of small children, but for all those who have cared for us, past or 
present. Please come, with those who have cared for you at any time, and show 
them how much you appreciate what they do. Flowers are presented, and even if 
the person who has cared for you isn’t there, take flowers for them.
On Good Friday 14 April, there’s a simple service at 2.00pm, and a celebration of 
Easter on Sunday at 10.00am.
On Maundy Thursday (13 April) we’re trying something new. We remember the 
Jewish Passover with a simple meal (with commentary) in the St Mellion Church 
hall, leading into a service of Holy Communion in St Mellion church. The two are 
closely connected; come and find out how. If you’d like to come, add your name to 
a list in church nearer the time.
We’re doing all we can to be your parish church. Thank you for all the support 
you give and we hope that we’ll see you  at our other events this year.
Happy Easter

Rev. Chris
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hoN. treasurer's sPoNsorshiP eVeNt 2017
By the time you read this brief article, I will have completed my jog/walk 
around the Bathh Half Marathon Course, which should take me around 3 hours 
according to my training schedule.
The extent of your generous support to date makes it worth all the hours of 
training and preparation.
Following a difficult year, health-wise, my original plan was to get on my bike 
and cycle the Nantes to Brest canal towpath to raise much needed money. 
However, on 17 November last, I managed to jog one kilometre on the treadmill 
and after that milestone in my recovery, my training took off.
I am always amazed and so grateful for the level of support you give me year on 
year and want to thank you all very much for your continued response. It's also 
not too late to donate if you can and would like to. The accounts run until 31 
December 2017. There are several easy ways to donate, by cheque payable to St. 
Mellion with Pillaton PCC sent to the address on the sponsorship form on the 
next page, or by simply logging on to:
  https://www.justgiving.com/stmellion-pillatonpcc
With Much Gratitude,

Jim Bennet
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The warm dry pleasant blip of early Spring was 
soon replaced by less reliable weather as soon as 
the Maternity of Spring was in full force. Mother blackbirds spread their wings 
against the rain, to keep precious eggs and hatchlings warm, the sparrows fared 
better in the nest boxes, already into second broods. The camellias came out 
earlier than my daffs, crocus sprouted out of dull soil to wake the eye before they 
were blasted with gales, rain and even a dash of hail, to season the brew!
Yesterday I gingerly paddled around the garden between the squalls, to find the 
pond had overflowed in the night and the frogspawn that I had been looking for 
the past fortnight, was clinging to the paving near the path. I was annoyed, but 
scooped it with difficulty back in the pond. 
I had been listening to the frog choral society for several nights, embarrassing 
the cuddling couples by torchlight. Curiosity and love of frogs and toads, is a 
strange vice, for you sometimes bear witness to perversion.
a large female frog amorously being ridden by a small very dark toad, (a toy boy) 
they were obviously anxious to expel their ‘joys of spring’ and the lack of dance 
partners had made them improvise.
I expect no fruit from their loins to survive, a shame really, as frogs or toads 
would have been fun. The toad’s true love was the exquisite fat female lying 
squashed in the road at the Barton junction, where many perish each Spring 
desperate to reach their birth ponds. I picked her up and put her under Tania’s 
hedge. The big fat lady frog should have waited 2 more nights as Pavarotti frog 
serenaded beautifully throughout that rainy night, maybe he was lucky and it 
was his progeny I rescued.
It really like parents assessing their children’s choice of mates, he is not the right 
one or.. this could be the real thing!
Walking the dog is not always a joyful experience as it can be when the sky is 
blue with puffy clouds, singing birds and warm breeze. The weather dictates, it is 
still the full wardrobe and often waterproof leggings and even Mabel has a coat 
on. Visibility is a poor as my temper, but by the time I have reached the lambs, 
things look brighter. The farmer has mixed his flock with Jacobs, so the lambs 
are like Bassets Liquorice Allsorts. The singles are all in the field just above the 
sewage plant, it faces the westerlies and it is a cold welcome to Spring for them. 
The grass is cropped short as the lack of warm sun stops growth, and they rely 
on silage and supplements to keep them going. If the farmer is late they will sing 
to passing dog walkers for the breakfast. The ewes with doubles are in the fields 
across the lane to sewage plant where they can be watched by the shepherd in 
the caravan.
Last week after watching the flock bleating their welcome to the farmer 
sprinkling their nuts on the grass, surrounding him en masse anxious for 
breakfast, I continued around the corner to the far end of the field and noticed 
a ewe on her own. She was distressed running backwards towards her still lamb 

Fruit Case
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then toward the farmer and the food, repeating the process bleating repeatedly. 
He could not see her due to the rise of ground in the field.
The night before had been bitterly cold and wet, but the lamb was stone still, 
fearing the worse, I took the muddy lane down to the river valley to get the 
farmer. The valley was a quagmire, with the worst like oxtail soup, but I found 
the farmer and he shot back up the lane on his mini moke and I struggled with a 
muddy Mabel back up the lane (boy was that hill steep). The farmer told me he 
had picked the lamb up, thinking he had lost one, it was a cold dead weight in 
his arms, he held it for a few minutes, suddenly it woke up took one look at him 
and leapt over his shoulder. The poor baby must have been chilled to its marrow. 
He sees to the lambing in his barn before he puts them out after a week or so, 
so they are not born in fields as many are. We are all praying for some warm 
weather.
The quagmire from the river valley has been carried along the main street by the 
farm traffic but the farmer has ordered a sweeper to fit on his digger to clean up 
the roads you will be pleased to hear.
I was really glad that Mabel was due at Dogs of Distinction groomers that 
afternoon, for she really looked choc, dipped up to her tummy, but she was 
laughing all the way home.

Jan Simms 

CLOCKS GO FORWARD
 ONE HOUR 

on 
Sunday 26 March 

(Mothering Sunday)

‘Cockerels’
Paintings by the late Wendy 

Wyatt.
I am publishing a book of 

Drawings & Paintings by the late 
Wendy Wyatt and would like 

to include the above paintings. 
Would the owner please get in 

touch with me on 01579 350196. 
Thank you.
Les Wyatt
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wwi diarY: aPril to MaY 1917 
two More loCal MeN Killed

France.  The British High Command decided to follow up the German withdrawal 
to the Hindenburg line in March 1917 with major attacks around Arras. The 
Canadians were to capture the Vimy Ridge to the north and the British 3rd army 
was to attempt a break-through to the south of Arras. A Pillaton man, EUSTACE 
ELLIOTT of Smeaton Farm, had risen through the ranks during service in India 
to become a second lieutenant in the 8th East Yorkshire regiment. He had been in 
France since August 1916 and had experienced the end of the battle of the Somme. 
On April 9, 1917, the 8th East Yorks attacked as part of the British 3rd Division. 
Eustace survived the first day when heavy fighting lead to some gains, but the 
advance was stopped by a strongly defended trench system. On the 10th, a renewed 
attack on the trench preceded by an artillery barrage was successful, but 2nd Lt 
Eustace Elliott was killed. Renewed attacks on April 11th to 13th made limited 
further gains as German reinforcements stiffened their lines. British casualties 
were so great that after pleas for a halt by three British generals, Haig finally called 
off the offensive.  About 4 miles had been gained and the Canadians had captured 
Vimy but all at huge cost. The planned breakthrough had failed. Eustace, who was 
32 years old and whose body was never recovered, is remembered at the Fanbourg 
d’Amiens Cemetery.
Another local man, CHARLES AMBROSE PEARCE, youngest son of Charles Pearce 
who farmed at Rowse, St. Mellion, was serving with the 8th Battalion of the Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent regiment after being transferred from the 8th DCLI. The 8th 
RWKs had suffered very heavy casualties in the initial weeks of the war in 1914 and 
in the battles of Loos and the Somme in 1916 and had had to be reconstituted on 
each occasion. The regiment had a quieter time from October 1916 but was involved 
in the tail-end of the April battle of Arras. In May 1917, the 8th RWKs moved up 
to just south of Ypres where it experienced an exceptionally violent bombardment 
on May 23rd and 24th during which Charles Pearce was badly wounded. He died 
of his wounds on May 24, aged 21 years, and is buried in the Lijssenthoek Military 
Cemetery, Poperinge. Haig ordered more attacks later but casualties continued to be 
unacceptably high and Churchill declared in Parliament that it was fruitless to throw 
new, inexperienced and under-trained troops into combat. It was better to wait until 
help from the USA arrived. The attacks were stopped.
USA:  American patience following the repeated sinking of U.S. ships finally ran 
out, and on April 6 the USA declared war on Germany. It would however take 
months for the U.S. army to be ready for serious participation in Europe. In the 
meantime, even our French allies were weakening. On May 27th, some 30,000 
French soldiers refused to go to the front and by June 1 there was the threat of a 
general mutiny. General Pétain ordered mass arrests and courts marshal and 50 
soldiers were shot, but Pétain did take steps to improve the lot of the soldiers at the 
front with better food and longer rest periods. Nevertheless, the reluctance of the 
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typical French soldier to go over the top did put more pressure on British forces.
 Russia:  Strikes and mutinies multiplied in Russia in March. In mid-March, the 
Tsar abdicated in favour of his son, but a hurriedly created Provisional Government 
announced that Russia would remain in the war. Discipline in the Russian army was 
dissolving. Lenin returned to Russia (with German assistance) but the Provisional 
Government and some of the newly created Soviets were unwilling yet to give up 
the war. The Russian revolution was however now in the making.
Submarine warfare:  April 1917 saw the highest-ever rate of shipping losses to 
German U boats, with 373 ships sunk weighing some 874,000 tons. On May 24 
following Parliamentary pressure, only the reluctant introduction of the convoy 
system by the British Admiralty started to stem the losses.

Don King

SINGING WORKSHOP & CONCERT 
The Greatest Hits of Choral Music with The Callington Singers

on Saturday 29 April at St Mary’s Church in Callington
Workshop from 11 am to 5 pm followed by concert performance at 5.30 pm.

 Entry is £10 per singer and £5 for the concert. Singers of all abilities welcome.
 All Proceeds to Callington Heritage Museum

To Book: 01579 370323 or contact via our website www.callingtonsingers.co.uk
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MediCal researCh
Interested in research? Ever thought you might like to take part in something which 
could change our knowledge and improve the care and life chances of people in the 
future?  However, perhaps you are put off with with the ideas of it’s just for ‘poorly’ 
people, eg Cancer; it’s all about drugs, needles and lots of tests in a hospital; it takes 
lots of time or it’s a load of statistics which don’t really change anything.
Could I give you a different perspective? I work for the National Institute of 
Health Research and am part of our local Clinical Research Network, South West 
Peninsula.  There 15 Clinical Research Networks covering the country and their aim 
is to deliver clinical research trials which provide the information to bring benefits 
to patients faster and to make health care the best and most efficient it can be. The 
NIHR is ‘improving the health and wealth of the nation through research’ and the 
UK is seen as a world leader.  
But it’s not just about drugs and high profile diseases, there are trials in all clinical 
areas. Trials/studies can be observational or interventional, and look at different 
stages of conditions (acute or chronic, as in long term conditions) or different 
perspectives, e.g. in stroke or Parkinson’s Disease, this could be preventative, 
genetic, rehabilitation. The UK Clinical Trials Gateway gives an overview of the 
many different trials and where they are taking place; visit -  ukctg@nihr.ac.uk
However, this site is still relatively new and ‘work in progress’ so you may have to 
contact sites individually if you want more information.  But the areas include:
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias,  Cancer, Diabetes, Eyes and vision, 
Genetics, Heart and blood vessels, Infectious diseases, Kidneys, Lungs and 
breathing, Mental Health, Muscles, Joints and bones, Stomach and intestines, 
Stroke - Something for everyone!  
There are different ways of getting involved from just completing questionnaires, 
trying out a new intervention, such as physiotherapy, with follow-up assessments to 
measure for changes or possibly drug trials.  
Everyone can be involved in research, not just patients, and in all aspects of the 
study, from actually helping to decide on the priority of the research questions 
to be answered, the studies to be carried out, how they should be run, as well as 
participating. PPIE (Patient, Public Involvement and Engagement) is a large part of 
the NIHR’s work.  Patients/people are the vital element and the experts!
I think most people know someone or have personally been affected by dementia 
and there is a big call for people with dementia and healthy volunteers to take part 
in studies.  To this end the ‘Join Dementia Research’ register has been set up at 
www.joindementiaresearch.nihr.ac.uk   This enables you to sign up and then be 
matched to a potentially suitable trial for which information is sent to you and then 
you have the choice whether to participate or not.
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As an example, I personally have been recruited to the ‘Protect’ study in the area 
of dementia – as a healthy volunteer! It was done completely online, so very 
convenient and provided regular updates on the study’s progress nationally. It was 
for anyone 50 years or over and included various memory and perceptual tests.  
There are potential ongoing studies from this, so to find out more go to http://www.
protectstudy.org.uk/
And in case anyone is thinking about donating their brain and/or body to science 
and research, the link is - https://www.hta.gov.uk/guidance-public/brain-donation
If you are interested to know more about the NIHR, a government led initiative 
now in its 10th year, and research-related activities going on around the country, 
the link is www.nihr.ac.uk/
So, next time you need to see a health professional whether at the GP surgery, 
general hospital or out-patient appointment, why not ask if there is any research 
relevant to you?  You truly can help change the knowledge and healthcare of the 
future.

Rena Truscott

CALLINGTON U3A
The speaker at the February meeting was  was Jason Harvey, Network and 
Customer Services Manager at South West Water. He talked about where and who 
they serve, having 1.7 million customers, 70,000 businesses, many tourists, 35% of 
all bathing water and 19% of shellfish waters. They also have the longest pipework 
per customer. 
Every 5 years they submit a business plan to Ofwat cover elements such as 
providing top quality tap water and reliable wastewater service, ensuring the region 
has the water it needs, coping with extreme conditions, fair charging and protecting 
the environment. 
He also spoke about about various aspects of the business such as the SW Water 
price promise for 2015-2020 increases to be below inflation. Looking ahead, 
Catchment management, Service progresses, Reduction of complaints. Ways to 
help their customers with flexipay, additional needs and watercare. He told us about 
the waste water and clean sweep bathing, 250 crude outfalls closed, 86 Olympic 
sized swimming pools of storm storage. His 'looking forward' section included the 
challenge they have with keeping surface water out of combined sewers.
Working with the environment through more solar, wind and hydro power, to 
reduce energy consumption, using natural solutions to prevent pollution and 
reduce pumping costs. 
If you are interested in joining us at the Callington U3A go to www.u3asites.org.uk/
Callington or come along on the first Monday of the month 10.00 am to Callington 
Town Hall.

Gillian Brown
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PROFESSIONALLY REGISTERED,
RELIABLE CHIMNEY SWEEP

Call us now 
01579 351478 / 07768 750669

PRICES FROM JUST £40
www.brucesweepsclean.co.uk

l Excellent service
l ‘Mess free’ work
l Cowl & Bird Guard Fitting
l Birds nest/blockages

removal

l Camera Surveys/
Stove Installation

l Chimney & twin wall liners
l Supply of stoves and

accessories
Appliance and Chimney safety advice 

HETAS Registered Sweep and Member of APICS
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St. Dominic, LanDuLph anD St. meLLion-with-piLLaton
church diary

DATE DAY SERVICE/EVENT  CHURCH
19 Mar Sunday 1000 Morning Prayer St Dominic 
  1000 Eucharist St Mellion
21 Mar Tuesday 0930 Morning Eucharist St Mellion
26 Mar Mothering Sunday 1000 Family Service St Dominic
  1000 Family Service Landulph
  1000 Family Service Pillaton
28 Mar Tuesday 0930 Morning Eucharist St Dominic
02 Apr Passion Sunday 1000 Eucharist St Dominic
  1800 Evening Prayer Halton Quay
04 Apr Tuesday 0930 Morning Eucharist Pillaton
09 Apr Palm Sunday 1000 Eucharist Landulph
11 Apr Tuesday 0930 Morning Eucharist Landulph
13 Apr Maundy Thursday 1800 Holy Communion & Passover Meal St Mellion
14 Apr  Good Friday 1200 Stations of the Cross St Dominic
  1400 At the Foot of the Cross Pillaton
16 Apr Easter Day 0616 Sunrise Service Kit Hill
  1000 Eucharist St Dominic 
  1000 Eucharist Landulph
  1000 Eucharist Pillaton
18 Apr Tuesday 0930 Morning Eucharist St Mellion
19 Apr Wednesday 1230 Pasty Lunch, Rectory Room Cargreen
23 Apr Sunday 1000 Eucharist Landulph
  1000 Family Service Pillaton
25 Apr Tuesday 0930 Morning Eucharist St Dominic
30 Apr Sunday 1000 Eucharist St Dominic
  1000 Eucharist St Mellion
02 May Tuesday 0930 Morning Eucharist Pillaton
07 May Sunday 1000 Eucharist Landulph
  1800 Evening Prayer Halton Quay
09 May Tuesday 0930 Morning Eucharist Landulph
14 May Sunday 1000 Family Service Landulph 
  1000 Eucharist Pillaton
16 May Tuesday 0930 Morning Eucharist St Mellion
17 May Wednesday 1230 Pasty Lunch, Rectory Room Cargreen
21 May Sunday 1000 Family Service St Dominic
  1000 Eucharist St Mellion
23 May Tuesday 0930 Morning Eucharist St Dominic
25 May Ascension Thursday 1930 Eucharist Landulph
28 May Sunday 1000 Eucharist St Dominic
  1000 Family Service Pillaton
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RECyCLING DATES
Along with normal rubbish collections 
on Tuesdays, recycling and garden 
waste will be collected as follows: 
Tue 21 Mar Recycling
Tue 28 Mar Garden Waste
Tue 4 Apr Recycling
Tue 11 Apr Garden Waste
Tue 18 Apr Recycling
Tue 25 Apr Garden Waste
Tue 2 May Recycling
Tue 9 May Garden Waste
Tue 16 May Recycling
Tue 23 May Garden Waste

Village News 
distribution & Copy dates 

2017/2018
Issue No. Copy Date Dist. Date

189 8 May 26 May
190 4 Jul 21 Jul
191 4 Sep 22 Sep
192 6 Nov 24 Nov
193 8 Jan 26 Jan
194 5 Mar 23 Mar

The distribution date is a guideline and the Village 
News will often be available the week before.

Pillaton Village Diary
Sat 25 Mar
Tue 4 Apr
Mon 10 Apr
Sat 29 Apr
Tue 2 May
Sat 13 May
Tue 6 June
Tue 4 Jul
Sat 2 Sep
Tue 5 Sep
Tue 3 Oct
Sat 21 Oct
Sat 18 Nov

Pillaton Gardening Club Annual Spring Show, Pillaton Village Hall
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall
WI Meeting, Caribbean Cookery with Alison Gribble, Pillaton Village Hall
Skittles Presentation Night, Pillaton Village Hall
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall
Family Fun Day, Pillaton Village Hall and Playing Field
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall
Pillaton Gardening Club Annual Summer Show, Pillaton Village Hall
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall
Pillaton WW1 Commemoration Group Trafalgar Night Dinner, Weary Friar
Beaujolais Nouveau 2017 Dinner, Pillaton Village Hall

BENEFICE CONTACT DETAILS
Priest in Charge: Rev Chris Painter

e-mail: revchrispainter@gmail.com          Telephone 01822 -834170
For all enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals and any other Parish 
business contact your Churchwarden or a Reader - full details on notice boards.

Messages:  Betty Reynolds (Secretary) 01579 351069 
E-mail:     bettyreynolds232@btinternet.com

The Benefice Office in St Mellion Church Hall is open Thursday from 10am to 1.00pm; 
before attending please check with Betty. Other days/times by prior arrangement.  
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the uniteD Benefice of St. Dominic, LanDuLph 
anD St. meLLion-with-piLLaton

diary for the benefice
DATE DAy SERVICE/EVENT  
CHURCH
16 Sep Wednesday 1200   Pasty Lunch, The Rectory Room Cargreen
22 Sep Tuesday 0930 Holy Communion  St. Dominic
29 Sep Tuesday 0930 Holy Communion  Pillaton
06 Oct Tuesday 0930 Holy Communion  Landulph
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The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to alter or omit any articles submitted.

© Copyright Pillaton Village News

Copy for Village News
deadline for copy: Monday 8th May 2017
 Publication date: friday 26th May 2017

Copy should preferably be sent to my office e-mail address at
 dwane.design@btinternet.com in the form of a Word document or simply 
text in an e-mail. If you do not have access to the internet, hard copy is 
perfectly acceptable (typed or handwritten) and should be delivered to me at 
9 Barton Meadows. Images for the Village News can be in virtually any digital 
format or as hard copy for scanning.

Any queries please call Robin Dwane on 01579-351560.
VILLAGE NEWS ADVERTISING RATES

Full Page advert: £12 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £60
Half page advert: £6 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £30

Third page advert: £4 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £20
Quarter page advert £3 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £15

Small Classified Adverts: Free to village residents.
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St Mellion VA C of E School 

Are you considering a primary school for your child? 

Learning and Caring Together a school where : 

 Pupils achieve well 

 Have very positive attitudes to  learning 

 Are taught an exiting curriculum well 

 Enjoy a nurturing learning environment 

Why not ring or email to make an appointment to view 

the school with the Headteacher:  Mrs B. Moore  

We look forward to seeing you. 

St Mellion, Saltash PL12 6RN           01579 350567 

head@st‐mellion.cornwall.sch.uk 

www.st‐mellion.cornwall.sch.uk 
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