
Searching for the Past - By Teri Callahan

In the mid 1800’s several of the children of William Nicholls Vosper left England and settled in 
New York and New Jersey in the United States.  My great grandfather, Charles Vosper, was one 
of them.  My husband and I are travelling to Cornwall in June to visit Pillaton and the many 
surrounding parishes where the family lived in an attempt to reconnect with our family’s past.

My records indicate that the Vosper family first arrived in Pillaton about 1770, when Robert 
Vosper, my 3rd great grandfather was baptized.  He was buried in Pillaton in 1847.  He married 
Mary Bawden of Cornwood in 1795, and they had 11 children, including William Nicholls 
Vosper, my 2nd great grandfather.  Mary was buried in Pillaton in 1848.   

William was born in Pillaton in 1821, and lived there through 1851.  They moved to Plymouth 
by 1854.   According to ‘Visitations to Cornwall’ (published in 1887), William married Elizabeth 
Boundy, of Quethiock.  Parish records indicate they began having children in Pillaton in 1840. 
Their son John (b. 1843) relocated to New Jersey, as did their daughter Eliza (b. 1859) and 
William.  Their son, Charles (my great grandfather) was born in Plymouth in 1863, and went to 
New York at the age of 19, where he married Emma Axt, the daughter of a German shoemaker.  
Records indicate the Vospers were shoemakers by trade, and my great grandfather continued that 
tradition in New York.  

My 4th great grandfather was John Vosper (b. 1731), who was born and lived in Lezant for many 
years and married Grace Goddard of Lifton in 1756.    

I would be grateful to anyone who could supply any information about where in Pillaton the 
Vosper family may have lived, or any other information about them.  My understanding is that 
the town was quite small back in those days, and we’re hoping someone has done some historical 
research might have some information.  We also plan to visit Lezant, Quethiock, Menheniot, 
Lawhitton, Altarnun, Liskeard, St. Neot, and many other areas where the family lived in 
Cornwall.  If you do have any information that you would be willing to share, please contact me 
at infoseeker@roadrunner.com.
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